[image: image1.jpg]iSawthe'Séa




Press Release

24th November 2009

LATEROOMS FOUNDER LAUNCHES ISAWTHESEA.COM – CHARITY BEGINS AT THE HOME PAGE

In what can be claimed to be an industry first, Steve Walsh, the internet entrepreneur who founded the award winning, hotel room service Laterooms.com, has launched a new hotel booking website but with a unique twist; the commission earned from each booking helps pay for seriously ill children, those with disabilities and individuals living in poverty to also get a break.

isawthesea.com is a comparison site that searches room rates from several leading booking agents including laterooms.com, booking.com and hotels.com, allowing users to save money by comparing the very best offers in late room availability.  The difference is that virtually all of the commission from bookings goes towards funding hotel accommodation for those in need.

It is the first not-for-profit website to be launched by the internet entrepreneur, who is initially partnering with a number of charities including The Family Holiday Association, Dream-A-Way, Break, Bolton Lads and Girls Club and The Youth Cancer Trust, each of whom will nominate deserving causes for funding. 

The idea behind isawthesea.com was inspired by Steve’s brother Paul Walsh, who organised and paid for a group of 17 Romanian orphans to visit the Black Sea resort of Mamaia. After seeing first-hand the positive impact the seaside had on the children, Steve decided to develop a way of harnessing opportunities on the internet that would see more holidays and day trips awarded to those who really needed a break.

Steve Walsh comments: “The Romanian children had never seen the sea, in fact the adult carers who travelled with them had also never seen the sea - and instead of staying in the hotel Paul had paid for; they stayed on the beach all day and night. 
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“This had such a strong effect on me that I wanted to launch a website that utilised my expertise in e-commerce for a worthwhile cause that really does make a difference to people’s lives.  

 “isawthesea.com will be the first of a number of initiatives I am planning to make use of the incredible commercial power of the internet and use it for worthy causes.  Not-for-profit websites such as isawthesea.com are all about identifying a service that is useful to consumers which benefits those in need, without any additional cost to the consumer.  

“It’s a very simple idea. With a conventional hotel booking service, the commission that’s earned when a booking is made goes straight back into the business, whereas with isawthesea.com the majority of the commission will go into our yellow seaside bucket that’s on the website homepage, which we like to call our ‘bookit’.”

To ensure that the website doesn’t launch from a standing start, Steve and Paul have donated £50,000 of their own money into the ‘bookit’ to ensure that charities can benefit from the fund immediately, and £5,000 has already been spent on deserving causes.*

Steve concluded, “It’s a straight-forward concept that I’m sure will become a valuable resource to the charities that we’re working with. isawthesea.com will offer the best UK hotel room deals, coupled with peace of mind that a business or leisure booking will mean a holiday for someone less fortunate. I hope the service takes off because I am really looking forward to spending all that holiday money on those who deserve it most."

Just one night in a budget hotel also pays for one night of a disabled child's holiday. For example, 
one night in a typical budget hotel costs £30. So isawthesea.com will earn £2 commission on this booking. For £2 a disabled child can stay one night in a fantastic, specially adapted caravan on a beach in Devon

Dream-a-Way.co.uk is a charity based in Exeter that provides holidays throughout the South West of England for disabled people of all ages. The charity owns seven specially adapted, luxury caravans at Sandy Bay in Exmouth and disabled children and their families stay in these caravans for up to a week, totally free of charge.

Jeff Merrett MBE has run the charity for the past 17 years and told us that the cost of making these caravans available costs £14 per week or £2 per night.

more/3…
-3-

This means, when users book a budget hotel for one night on business, a disabled child (and their family) gets to see the sea.

For more information about the website and the charities please visit www.isawthesea.com

-ENDS-

Issued on behalf of isawthesea.com.

For further press information please contact Adam Howard at Sass on 07773 249738 or e-mail adam@sassagency.co.uk

Notes to Editors:

· 7 million people in the UK are excluded from breaks through lack of income, with over 1.5 million families unable to afford a day trip. * Source: www.fhaonline.org.uk

· A recent study by UNICEF placed the UK at the bottom of a league table for child well-being across 21 industrialised countries. The study used a variety of indicators including poverty, health, and peer and family relationships.
· Lack of access to a holiday is one measure of poverty. Both the Department for Work and Pensions and the Government’s Social Exclusion Unit use the lack of a one-week break as an indicator of poverty.

*Funding already allocated:

In conjunction with www.dream-a-way.co.uk
Ivan is a 41 year old man who is a T3 paraplegic following a road traffic accident in 1988. He is currently in full time employment and lives in an adapted bungalow. His dream is to tour the East Coast of America - isawthesea.com has donated £600 towards his accommodation.

Phil is in his 40’s and a permanent wheel-chair user following an industrial accident many years ago. He too works and lives in an adapted bungalow. His dream is to spend some time in the Big Apple. We have given £1200 towards his dream holiday.

Emelia is 10 years and her sister Molly 7 years ... both these girls have recently been diagnosed with cone and rod dystrophy which will result in them losing their sight very soon. In an effort to enable their daughters to experience a dream holiday to Disneyland in Florida, their parents set up a campaign which attracted national press coverage. We have donated £1000 to the accommodation component of both girl's holiday.

Linda is an MS sufferer who lives alone and is a permanent wheel chair user. She hates being alone at Christmas and has no family. Her dream is to spend the whole of Christmas and the New Year in a lively hotel environment. This dream will cost £1294 and has been financed by isawthesea.com

In conjunction with www.yct.org.uk
Jen (21), Laura (22), Nicola (18), Jenny (20), Bryony (20). All of these girls are undergoing cancer treatment at Manchester's Christie Hospital, and in February next year they will be enjoying a much needed break in Bournemouth courtesy of the Youth Cancer Trust. We are paying for the one week stay for each of the girls at a total cost of £1000.

In conjunction with www.fhaonline.org.uk

For one Gran, her two grandchildren (aged 9 and 11) and their aunt, their dream of a family holiday at Butlins has finally come true.

One of the children is subject to a child protection plan having witnessed domestic violence and mother’s drug use. Their mother has been in prison due to drug related offences and Dad has been hospitalised due to mental health issues. The children are now in care of their grandma and are thriving. isawthesea.com donated £660 to pay for their holiday.

Typically a hotel pays a booking agent between 10-17% commission per room booking. As isawthesea.com is in effect an aggregator, they will receive an approximate 50% share of the commission.  Whilst Steve is the driving force behind isawthesea.com, he is supported not only by his brother Paul, but by two dedicated staff, Lee and Tom who ensure that the site operates as smoothly as possible.  Operating costs are kept to an absolute minimum and Steve and Paul take no salary from the website, ensuring every penny of commission is maximised.  

